SYLLABUS FOR THE COURSE: ADVANCED PUBLIC ECONOMICS – MASTER LEVEL
	Basic data for the course

	Academic unit: 
	Faculty of Economics

	Title of the course:
	Advanced Public Economics

	Level:
	Master

	Status of the course:
	Obligatory

	Year of studies:
	2nd year; 3rd semester

	Number of hours per Week:
	2 hours of lectures 

	ECTS credits:
	4 ECTS

	Time/location:
	To be decided

	Tutor:
	Prof. Ass. Dr. But Dedaj

	Tutor’s contact details: 
	but.dedaj@uni-pr.edu

	

	Content of the course
	The course provides an advanced, organized, and comprehensive discussion of theoretical and empirical research in public economics. Public Economics is the study of the public sector and its impact on the economy. The aim of the course is to allow students to conduct apprehensible analyses of the complex relationships which exist between the private economic agents and the public sector in a market economy. 

	Course’s objectives:
	The course focuses on standard topics in the economy of the public sector including: the analysis of the normative and positive foundations for the public sector economy, the expenditure side of the government intervention in the economy, the taxation side of the government intervention. 

	The expected outcomes:
	Upon completion of the course, students should:

· Have a deep understanding of the motives for and against government intervention,

· Be able to apply economic tools analyzing voluntary and socially efficient provision of such public expenditures as spending on public goods, club goods, social insurance, and transfers

· Possess a deep understanding of the behavioural responses of taxation and optimal taxation theory and the trade-offs between efficiency and equity, 

	The students’ workload (hours per semester, ECTS)



	Activity
	Weeks
	Hours
	Total

	Lectures
	13
	2
	26

	Seminars (theoretical and practical)
	         0
	0
	0

	Case studies
	1
	8
	8

	Direct contact with tutor
	6
	1
	6

	Field research
	0
	0
	0

	Colloquiums (tests)
	2
	2
	4

	Homework
	0
	0
	0

	Individual study (at library or at home)
	15
	2
	30

	Final preparation for the exam
	2
	8
	16

	Evaluation
	0
	0
	0

	Projects, presentation etc. 
	10
	1
	10

	Total
	
	
	100

	Teaching methods:  
	-Lectures
-Exercises during class sessions

- Individual Homework

	Assessment methods:
	10% preparation and presentation of a seminar; 
· Test 1 =  45%; 
· Test 2 = 45%.
Note: if a student does not pass one of the two tests given during semester, he/she can renter that test. If second attempt is unsuccessful, then the student can only enter in the final compulsory exam. To pass this exam the student should get a minimum of 60% of the total points.

	Literature

	Basic literature:  


	1. Handbook of Public Economics, Volume 5, Alan J. Auerbach (Editor), Raj Chetty (Editor), Martin Feldstein (Editor), Emmanuel Saez,1st edition, 2013, North Holland, 
2. Atkinson, A. and Stiglitz, J. (1980), Lectures on Public Economics, McGraw-Hill ; reprinted by Princeton University Press (2015). 

	Additional literature:  
	1. Economics of the Public Sector, Joseph E Stiglitz, Jay K Rosengard, fourth edition, 2015


	The detailed plan of work:  

	Week
	Topic 

	Week 1
	Introduction to Public Economics; Household decision, income taxation and labour supply

	Week 2
	Taxation, savings and decisions over time

	Week 3
	Taxation and risk-taking

	Week 4
	Taxation and the firm 

	Week 5
	Tax incidence: Simple Competitive Equilibrium Model 

	Week 6
	Tax Incidence: Departures from the standard Model 

	Week 7
	Test 1

	Week 8
	Taxation and debt in growing economy

	Week 9
	Theories of state and public economics

	Week 10
	Normative analysis 

	Week 11
	Social insurance: Connecting theory to data

	Week 12
	Urban public finance

	Week 13
	Taxation of intergenerational transfers and wealth

	Week 14
	Optimal labour income taxation

	Week 15
	Test 2


	Academic policies and code of conduct:

	Classes start and end on time.

Tools used during class should be cleaned and stored at the end of class.

Cell phones / smartphones and other electronic devices (eg iPods) should be turned off (or vibrated) and not exposed during classes.

Laptops and tablet computers are only allowed to be used quietly; other activities such as checking personal e-mail or browsing websites are prohibited.


A student who has more than three absences, loses the right to complete the course through tests. 
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