SYLLABUS Course Form

	Basic course data

	Academic unit:
	Economy Faculty

	Title of the course:
	Public budget and treasury 

	Level:
	Bachelor

	Course Status:
	Obliged

	Year of study:
	2nd year, 4th semester

	Number of hours per week:
	2+1

	Value on credit – ECTS:
	5 ECTS

	Time/location:
	

	Subject lecturer:
	Ass.Dr.Sc.Vlora Prenaj

	Contact Details:
	vlora.prenaj@uni-pr.edu

	

	Description of the subject
	The budget process is the most important and fundamental part of the public policy process and democratic governance. The budget affects the financial status of government entities, sets and prioritises the various substantive policies to be implemented by government entities, distributes scarce public resources and distributes the burden of payment for public goods and services.

Students will be involved in the public budget process and the main theories, practices and methodologies of the budget. The differences between the public and private sector budget will be discussed. The structure and budget process will be reviewed as well as the role of the public administrator and other participants in the process.


	Objectives of the course:
	The purpose of this course is to understand the complexity of the budget process, the importance of budget management and the processes to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public budgeting.


	Expected learning outcomes:
	Upon successful completion of this course, a student should be able to:

· Understand the budget process and key process conditions;

· Identify various public goals and associated costs;

· Understand taxes as the main source of public revenue;

· Understand public finance management;

	

	Contribution to student load (which should correspond to student learning outcomes)

	Activity
	Hour
	Day / week
	Total

	Lectures
	2 
	15 
	30 

	Theoretical / laboratory exercises
	1 
	15 
	15 

	Practical work
	-
	-
	-

	Contacts with the teacher / consultants
	1 
	15
	15

	Field exercises
	-
	-
	-

	Test, seminars
	1
	5
	5

	Homework
	-
	-
	-

	Student study time (in library or at home)
	2
	15
	30

	Final exam preparation
	2
	10
	20

	Time spent on assessment (tests, quiz, final exam)
	2
	2
	4

	Projects, presentations, etc.
	3
	2
	6

	Total
	
	
	

125

	

	Teaching methodology:  
	Within this course, additional hours of study load students must pass on independent studies. Students are encouraged to prepare and present seminar papers.


	Methods of assessment:
	In order to have a fair evaluation of student work throughout the semester, the final grade in this course will be:

Active student participation 5%;

Preparing and presenting the workshop 15%;

First Assessment 40%;

Second Assessment 40%;

Total 100%.

	Literature

	Basic Literature:
	1. Bland, Robert L. 2013. A Budgeting Guide for Local Government. 3rd edition (must be this edition). Washington, DC: International City-County Management Association. ISBN: 978-0- 87326-767-0.
2. Swain, John W., and B.J. Reed. 2010. Budgeting for Public Managers. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe. ISBN: 978-0-7656-2050-7.


	Additional literature:
	1. Mikesell, J. L. (2016). Fiscal administration: Analysis and applications for the public sector (10th ed.). Boston, MA: Cengage Learning. [ISBN-13: 978-1305953680] (Note: The 9th edition of the text will suffice in lieu of the 10th edition).
2. Michel, R.G. (2004). Cost Analysis and Activity-Based Costing for Government (1st ed.). Government Finance Officers Association. [ISBN-13: 978-0891252689] 

 


	The designed learning plan:


	Week
	Lectures

	First Week:
	Presentation of the Syllabus

	Second Week:
	Public budget as a financial instrument

	Third week:
	Budget Organizations

	Fourth Week:
	Budget Calendar

	Fifth week:
	Budget Processes and Procedures

	Week Six:
	Budget planning

	Week Seven:
	Texts 1

	Eighth week:
	Approval of the budget

	Ninth week:
	Treasury

	Tenth Week:
	Execution of the budget

	Eleventh Week:
	Setting and adjusting the deficit limit (Balance of the budget)

	Twelfth Week:
	Financial Reporting

	Thirteenth Week:
	Internal financial control

	Fourteenth Week:
	External audit

	Fifteen week:
	Texts 2


	Academic Policies and Rules of Conduct:

	Participation of students in lectures and exercises is mandatory. The teacher should be available for additional explanations and student consultations during official time as well as via email. Students are obliged to read at least literature after each lecture, to submit their works and to present them.
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