SYLLABUS FOR THE COURSE: HEALTH ECONOMICS – MASTER  LEVEL
	Basic data for the course

	Academic unit: 
	Faculty of Economics

	Title of the course:
	Health Economics

	Level:
	Master

	Status of the course:
	Elective

	Year of studies:
	Year I, Semester I

	Number of hours per week:
	2+0

	ECTS credits:
	4

	Time/location:
	TBD

	Tutor:
	Driton Qehaja

	Tutor’s contact details: 
	driton.qehaja@uni-pr.edu

	

	Content of the course
	Health Economics is a field which has grown in importance in recent years.  The public policy issues surrounding this sector have grown in importance as managed health care has come to play a larger role.  In this course, we will use economic tools to analyse health care markets and examine the associated public policy issues. We will use methods from microeconomics to investigate how different aspects of the health care system function and to assess the implications for different policies designed to improve that functioning. We will use economic tools and techniques from the sub-disciplines of information economics, industrial organization, labour economics, public economics, behavioural economics, and decision theory to think about health care issues. The primary goals of the course will be to (i) master different economic techniques in the context of health care markets and (ii) learn about the specific institutional details and policies relevant to those markets. 



	Course’s objectives:
	The main objective of the course is both to further students’ understanding of key concepts in economics and to provide insights about the application of economic principles to health policy and management issues.  

Further objectives of this course are to: 

(1) develop an understanding of the relevance of economic concepts to the health care sector, 

(2) to describe the system of health care financing and delivery arrangements in the health care sector, and 

(3) to impart an understanding of the role of economic factors in the development of public policy concerning health and health care.



	The expected outcomes:
	After successful completion of the course, students should be able to: 
1) Understand how the provision and production of health care differ from the provision and production of other consumer products. 
2) Use microeconomic tools to understand and analyze the basic elements and dynamics of the health care and health insurance markets. 
3) Use cost-benefit analysis to evaluate different medical technologies and interventions. 
5) Understand the economic rationale for government intervention in health care markets and evaluate government’s role as a payer and a regulator. 
6) Compare health care systems of other developed nations 

	The students’ workload (hours per semester, ECTS)



	Activity
	Hours
	Weeks/Days
	Total

	Lectures
	2
	15
	30

	Seminars (theoretical and practical)
	
	
	

	Case studies
	 
	 
	

	Direct contact with tutor
	
	
	

	Field research
	 
	 
	

	Colloquiums
	2
	2
	4

	Homework
	 
	 
	

	Individual study (at library or at home)
	4
	15
	60


	Final preparation for the exam
	3
	2
	6

	Evaluation
	
	
	

	Projects, presentation etc. 
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	100

	Teaching methods:  
	Each week, 2 hours of lectures. Case studies and homework are given after each lecture for students to study and research in their own time. Results from such activities are then discussed in the following week. Students are being encouraged to follow the current economic developments, through reading relevant articles, economic newspapers and other materials. They can identify issues/topics for discussions from such readings. Essays prepared by students are then discussed. Individual and group presentations are also encouraged.

	Assessment methods:
	In order to have a fair and appropriate assessment of students throughout the semester, the final mark consists of points that students earned in all activities throughout the semester in lectures, seminars, presentations, essays etc

The question will be in writing. The questions are formulated from classroom teaching materials and have the form of short questions and / or essay.
Evaluation Components:

· 10% of the final grade - active participation in the classroom.

· 10% of the final grade - Development and presentation of seminar paper.

· 80% of the final grade - Two tests representing:

· 40% of the final grade – First test 

(The first test covers about 50% of the teaching material) 

· 40% of the final grade – Second test 

        (The second test covers about 50% of the teaching material 

· You do not need to undergo the final test If two tests are passed, and if you are regular and active in the lectures, and if you are conducting the seminar work.

· If you do not pass one of the foreseen tests, you can repeat only once one of the tests you have not passed. If you do not pass one of the foreseen tests for the second time, you will undero the final test.

· Final test: To pass the test, students must reach at least 51% of the points.
Comment: if tests are not passed, no active participation in class or seminar work will be taken into account.
The following aspects are being considered during the assessment: 

· The interpretation of the topic, 

· The depth of understanding the topic, 

· The use of literature, 

· Evaluation of the evidence, 

· Critical analysis and

· The logic of building arguments. 

In addition, the following are also considered toward the final mark: 

· Academic writing, 

· Presentation of data and references, 

· The length of writing and 

· Overall presentation.

	Literature

	Basic literature:  


	1. Health Economics, Theories, Insights and Industry Studies, 6th Edition by R.E. Santerre and  S.P. Neun (S&N), South-Western Cengage Learning, 2013Massachusetts: MIT Press. ISBN 9780262025539.
2. The Economics of Health and Health Care, 8th ed. (2017) by Sherman Folland, Allen C. Goodman, and Miron Stano; New York, NY: Routledge



	Additional literature:  
	· Health Economics and Financing, Thomas E. Getzen, 5th Edition

· Henderson, James W. Health Economics and Policy (South-Western Cengage Learning, Mason, OH 2011). Feldstein, Paul J. Health Policy Issues: An Economic Perspective (Health Administration Press, Chicago 2011)
Articles: 

· Fuchs, Victor R. “What is Health Economics?” In The Future of Health Policy. Boston: Harvard University Press, pp. 27-40.

· Grossman, Michael. 1972. On the Concept of Health Capital and the Demand for Health. Journal of Political Economy 80 (2): 223–255. 

· Angus Deaton. 2013. The Great Escape, Princeton University Press. Chapter 1. 
· Cutler, D. “The Simple Economics of Health Reform,” The Economists’ Voice, December 2010.

· Aaron, H. and P. Ginsburg. 2009. “Is Health Spending Excessive? If So, What Can We Do About it?” Health Affairs, 28(5): 1260-1275.

· Thomas, Duncan et al. (2006). "Causal Effect of Health on Labor Market Outcomes: Experimental Evidence," mimeo, UCLA.

· Bleakley, C. Hoyt. 2010a. Health, Human Capital, and Development. Annual Review of Economics, 2:283–310.

· Cutler, David M. and Grant Miller. 2005. The Role of Public Health Improvements in Health Advances: The Twentieth-Century United States. Demography. 42(1): 1-22.

· Miguel, Edward, and Michael Kremer (2004). “Worms: Identifying Impacts on Education and Health the Presence of Treatment Externalities”, Econometrica, 72(1), 159-217.

· Weisbrod, Burton A. 1991. "The Health Care Quadrilemma: An Essay on Technological Change, Insurance, Quality of Care, and Cost Containment." Journal of Economic Literature, 29 (1991): 523-552.

· Kremer, Michael, “Pharmaceuticals and the Developing World,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 16(4): 67–90, 2002.

Health Economics News and Blogs: 

· The Morning Consult  http://themorningconsult.com/ 

· The Incidental Economist  http://theincidentaleconomist.com/ 

· The Health Care Blog  http://thehealthcareblog.com/blog/tag/economics/ 

· The Health Care Economist  http://healthcare-economist.com/ 




	The detailed plan of work:  

	Week
	Topic 

	Week 1
	Course Overview and Microeconomics Introduction

	Week 2
	An Overview of the Health Care Industry

	Week 3
	      Health, Medical Care, and Medical Spending

	Week 4
	      Health, Medical Care, and Medical Spending

	Week 5
	      Demand for Medical Services

	Week 6
	      Medical Care Production and Costs

	Week 7
	      Test 1

	Week 8
	      Cost and Benefit Analysis

	Week 9
	Cost and Benefit Analysis

	Week 10
	     Health Care Market Structure, Conduct, & Performance



	Week 11
	     The Health Insurance Industry

	Week 12
	     The Pharmaceutical Industry

	Week 13
	     Government Provision of Health Insurance

	Week 14
	     Government Provision of Health Insurance

	Week 15
	   Test 2


	Academic policies and code of conduct:

	Participation in lectures and exercises is mandatory. Students are encouraged to seek explanations during lectures and exercises. The professor will be available for additional clarifications and student consultations. Students are obliged to read at least the literature they have assigned to you after each lecture and to perform the tasks and essays to be given. Students are encouraged to follow media discussions and open discussions about them. All students are advised to become familiar with the respective University regulations and rules of the Faculty. Students should respect the schedule of lectures, exercises and be attentive to the lesson. It is mandatory possession and presentation of student ID in tests and exams. When drafting seminar papers, the student must adhere to the instructions given by the teacher for the research and technical accomplishment of the work. 
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